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Mr. Kobik’s Corner 

Welcome to the 2019 – 2020 school year! 
Our school year is off to a great start and I 
hope that your child has already told you of 
exciting classroom learning activities and 
new friendships that are being made. It is my 

intent that this newsletter will serve as a valuable 
resource for all members of the Mary F. Janvier 
Elementary School community as a method of 
communicating general and grade - level specific 
information.  Although this segment of the news-
letter entitled Mr. Kobik’s Corner will provide me 
with the opportunity to share with you general 
information as well as educationally relevant ma-
terial, this entire publication will involve an array 
of students and staff.  You will notice that this edi-
tion contains information from the Related Arts 
and Basic Skills Departments as well as material 
from each grade level, our School Counselor, and 
our School Nurse. This past summer was again a 
very busy one at our school. Teachers, Adminis-
trators, and Support Staff personnel participated in 
multiple trainings to ensure that your child will 
learn in a physically and emotionally safe environ-
ment that builds fundamental subject matter un-
derstanding while developing advanced thinking 
skills.  Additionally, multiple classrooms received 
new sink countertops and all classrooms received 
new Promethean Boards.  This school year will 
prove to be exciting as we continue to emphasize a 
centers – based approach that promotes small 
group and individualized teacher – student contact 
time.  We are initiating a new literacy program 
entitled Benchmark Workshop in grades K – 2 and 
2nd Grade Math teachers as well as selected teach-
ers in Grade 1 and Kindergarten are piloting a new 
Math program entitled Ready Math. It is believed 
that both of these programs will improve student 
learning by emphasizing the building of a founda-
tion of core concept understanding. Our school is 
also expanding upon our character education pro-
gram by focusing on student social – emotional 
learning.  Morning Meetings are occurring every 
day in all homerooms and the children are enjoy-
ing the presentation of content and activities that 

promote social skills development, a team-
work approach towards problem solving, and 
foster growth of communication skills.  The 
article from 1st Grade in this edition provides 
additional Morning Meeting information. Of 
course, with all of the great activities and 
programs occurring in our school, it is vital 
that your child is in school to reap the bene-
fits of these programs. After all, it is within 
our classrooms that the foundation of future 
academic success is built. Your child miss-
ing even a few days of school can have a 
significant impact on their understanding of 
core content fundamentals. I enjoyed speak-
ing with many of you during Kindergarten / 
New Student Orientation and Back to School 
Night. I believe that we are an educational 
community where a strong school – home 
connection is an important component to-
wards supporting our children’s social and 
academic growth and you are encouraged to 
become involved in our PTA, attend confer-
ences, and participate as a classroom guest 
when it is your child’s “special week”. So let 
us all enthusiastically welcome the cool 
mornings of Autumn and the vibrant colors 
of the changing leaves.  School has started 
and it is going to be a great year! 
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Welcome to the Library 

What’s Happening in Computer Lab 

Our library classes began on the very first day 
of school, and we have already learned so 
much about books and library manners!  Book 
selection for Grades 1 and 2 started the first 
full week of school, and Kindergarten students 
will begin book selection in October.  Each 
child received a special Dr. Seuss library bag 
with their first book.  Please always keep your 
child's library book in a plastic bag in case of 
spills or leaks when in their backpack.  All 
students are responsible for borrowing at least 
one library book throughout the year, and re-
turning it on their library day each week.  Holi-
days and days off from school will change your 
child’s library day, so please check the school 
calendar.  Students  may want to keep their  

 

Welcome back to the music room!  Our 
Second Graders have been studying pat-
riotic songs, as well as the history be-
hind their creation.  We have played 
chordal accompaniments on the hand 
bells to America and have learned the 
story behind the Star Spangled Ban-
ner!  In First Grade, we are finishing our 
unit on the instruments of the orches-
tra.  Our First Grade students have been 
learning about the Woodwind, Brass, 
String, and Percussion families.  In Kin-
dergarten, we have been listening to 
the Carnival of the Animals by Camille 
Saint-Saens.  Our Kindergarten students 
have been participating in a lot of move-

ment exercises while they listen 
to the music of different ani-
mals.  They will also be creating 
their own musical stories.  Thank 
you for your continuous support 
of music education!  

 

Notes from Music Class 

 Welcome back to another wonderful 
year of learning!  I hope everyone had 
a safe and restful Summer.  In First 
and Second Grade, we have begun our 
year discussing Internet Safety and 
Digital Citizenship.  At home, please 
continue to discuss with your children 
the importance of staying safe online. 
Please have them tell you some of the 
rules and ways we stay safe online that 
have been discussed in class.  We will 
also continue learning keyboarding 
skills.  A great free website your child 

can use at home is Dance Mat 
Typing (http://www.bbc.co.uk/
guides/z3c6tfr).  Our Kinder-
gartners are learning computer 
basics such as the parts of the 
computer, using the mouse and 
navigating websites.  Thank you 
in advance for your support; I 
know it is going to be another 
great year! 

 

 

book in their backpack when they are not 
reading it, so they always have it on li-
brary day.  Please ask your child to see 
their library book each week, and spend 
some time reading it together.  The li-
brary schedule is listed below: 
Day 1: Taberne, Uhle, Manall, McLaugh-
lin, and Elwell/Hatz. 
Day 2: Garofolo, Shoemaker, Harner, 
Edelman and Iocona/Klawitter. 
Day 3: Lloyd/Burrell, Serrano, Dalponte, 
Davis/Burkhardt and DiRaddo. 
Day 4: Nocentino, Bittner, Albus, Mus-
taro and Hence. 
Day 5: Masotti, Reber, Milano and Ve-
lez. 

We are always looking for volunteers 
in the library.  Parents and grandpar-

ents are welcome!  If you know some-
one who would be interested in volun-

teering one to two hours per week for 
the duration of the school year, please 

e-mail me at:  

kmonahan@franklintwpschools.org.   

http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr
mailto:kmonaghan@franklintwpschools.org
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Why Read Aloud to Your Child? 
1. Brain Development - Babies are born learning.  From birth to age 3 are critical years for the development of lan-
 guage skills that are foundational for future learning success.  Parents are a child’s first and most important 
 teacher. 
2. Language - The number of words that a child knows when he or she enters Kindergarten is the most important 

predictor of a child’s success or failure.  Reading aloud grows your child’s vocabulary and introduces many 
words and concepts that you might not use in everyday conversation. 

3. Knowledge - Books are a pleasure, yes, and they are also informative.  You and your child can learn something 
new when you read aloud. 

4. Literacy Skills - Vocabulary.  Phonics. Familiarity with the printed word.  Storytelling. Comprehen-
 sion. Reading aloud is invaluable for building literacy skills. 
5. Love of Reading - Parents that read aloud demonstrate that reading is important, that reading is pleas-
 urable, that reading is valued. 
6. Bonding - Is there anything better than sharing a good book with a child on your lap? 

While concluding a successful 
Week of Respect, students have 
been informed that we will be 
starting to utilize our Caught Being 
Good coupons! Caught Being 
Good is a school-wide positive be-
havior initiative to recognize stu-
dents who are caught making good 
choices. Students can receive the 
Caught Being Good coupons from 
any staff member at any time dur-
ing the school day. They will turn 
in their coupons during lunch, and 
will be entered into a drawing to 
receive a prize. They will also be 
recognized during the morning an-
nouncements. Two students from 

each grade level will be selected at 
random, and recognized each Fri-
day. The Caught Being Good initia-
tive highlights and reinforces the 
importance of being kind, respect-
ful, and responsible.   

Notes from the School Counselor 

Notes From The Nurse’s Office 

 We are off to a good start so far this 
year.  The Kindergarten and 1st 
Grade students have all been 
screened for height, weight, BMI, 
blood pressure, hearing and vision.  I 
am working on the Second Grade 
now before I work with the Pre K.  
If there’s an alteration for normal 
limits, a paper will be sent home for 
you to acknowledge and sign.  
A few reminders. Please keep a 
change of clothes in your child’s 
book bag.  There have been several 

water bottle spills in addition to chil-
dren wetting their pants. Your child 
having a change of clothes will pre-
vent you from being required to leave 
work to bring them a set of clothes.  
Also, please do not send your child  
to school with perfumes or colognes.  
Children with asthma cannot tolerate 
the smells and it sends them into a 
flare. Lastly, please consider getting 
your child the flu shot.  The Glouces-
ter County Health Department gives 
them out free.  If you look at their 

website at 
www.gloucestercountynj.gov, you 
can get the specifics.  
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Mrs. Dalponte’s Kindergarten 
class was delighted to take part in 
a very special Fall activity.  The 
class helped make their very own 
homemade apple sauce!  The en-
tire class loved this fun and engag-
ing activity that included skills in 
writing, reading and math!!  The 
lesson started with a discussion 
about how we use different types 
of texts, one being a cook-
book!  Students predicted the in-
gredients (which was a lot of fun 

and funny!).  Then they counted 
and measured the ingredi-
ents.  Each student enjoyed writ-
ing their own recipe for the ap-
plesauce.  After smelling the deli-
cious aroma, the entire day, they 
finally completed their FAVOR-
ITE activity – taste testing the 
delicious treat!   

What’s Happening in First Grade 

What’s Happening in Second Grade 

Building relationships, making con-
nections, and solving problems are all 
important skills for our young chil-
dren to develop as part of their social 
- emotional well-being.  In 1st Grade, 
all year long, but especially in Sep-
tember and October, our students are 
being exposed to different opportuni-
ties to build those relationships, make 
connections to their world, and be 
problem solvers daily in our Morning 
Meeting block.   Right at the begin-
ning of the day, students and teachers 
come together to share and reflect 
through a daily practice starting with 
a greeting where students learn the 
valuable skill of how to politely greet 
their neighbors.  Next, students par-

ticipate in an activity that will often 
have students moving and engaged in 
a variety of skills such as team build-
ing or  one that has an academic fo-
cus. Following the activity, students 
are then practicing their skills of ac-
tive listening, public speaking, and 
conversational skills in our “share” 
portion of the Morning Meet-
ing.  Lastly our Morning Meeting 
time is concluded each day with a 
short morning message in which our 
1st Graders are engaged in building 
reading skills such as decoding cvc 
words, finding high frequency sight 
words, and fluency.  Our morning 
message also provides important 
problem solving opportunities such 

as how to take turns picking the game at 
recess or what to do when a friend says 
something unkind. 1st Graders are encour-
aged to be problem solvers and have 
learned how they each have the power to 
choose everyday with the choices they 
make! 

Second Grade is off to a great 
start! After spending the first sev-
eral weeks of school establishing 
rules, expectations, and proce-
dures, ELA classes have been very 
busy working on phonics, reading, 
and writing. Our time has been 
packed with diving into our new 
Benchmark Workshop curriculum. 
The Launch Unit just ended and 
we have begun Unit 1 which is all 
about living things and how they 
get what they need to survive! In 
Writing we created a Second 

Grade writing process. In Reading 
we are getting ready to start work-
ing at different ELA centers, in-
cluding independent silent reading 
(we have spent lots of time in the 
beginning of the year practicing 
our reading stamina!), word work, 
and individualized i-Ready lessons 
on chromebooks. Please remember 
to read with your child at home 
each night as this is vital to their 
phonics, reading, and writing  de-
velopment! The ELA teachers are 
looking forward to a wonderful 

school year filled with lots of 
growth!   


